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BRITISH  INDIA. 

CALCUTTA. 

By  Consul  General  James  A,  Siuitli,  Calcutta. 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1917,  the  trade  of  the  Province 
of  Calcutta  showed  a  decided  increase  over  the  previous  year,  im- 
ports having  gained  20  per  cent  in  vahie  and  exports  6  per  cent.  The 
vahie  of  the  foreign  trade  constitutes  a  record,  but  is  due  to  infla- 
tion of  values  rather  than  increase  of  volume,  except  in  imports  of 
boots  and  shoes,  motor  cars,  wood  and  timber,  woolen  goods,  tobacco. 
and  gold  and  certain  exports,  including  jute  manufactures,  metals, 
minerals  and  ores,  oilseeds,  raw  tobacco,  indigo,  and  hemp,  which 
have  risen  in  both  volume  and  value.  The  imports  of  cotton  goods, 
metals  and  their  manufactures,  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock,  and 
sugar  have  been  less  in  volume,  as  have  also  exports  of  raw  jute,  grain, 
pulse,  tea,  and  lac.  In  addition  to  shortageof  tonnage,  exchange  diffi- 
culties att'ected  trade,  and  caused  an  excessive  rise  in  the  cost  of  both 
raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles  generally. 

Total  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

The  comljined  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade  in  private 
merchandise  for  the  year  ended  March  31,-  1917,  was  $481,200,867, 
as  compared  with  $4:5"4.223,774  for  the  previous  year.  The  value  of 
Calcutta's  trade  with  foreign  countries  and  with  Indian  ports  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Foreign  trade. 

Coasting  trade. 

Item. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

1915-16 

1916-17 

IMPORTS. 

$169,  T62, 426 
3, 932, 9.58 
5,  814, 877 

S182,046,.542 

4, 742,- 363 

720,908 

S33, 136, 647 

$31,053,461 

Ooid                                                                    

Silver . .              

-     52, 883 

195,633 

Total  private  . . 

179,  .510, 261 
8,631.873 

187,  .509, 813 
38,326,283 

33, 189,  .530       31,249,094 

741,006         7,765,961 

Total  imports 

188, 142, 134 

225, 836, 096 

33, 930, 536 

39, 015, 055 

EXPORTS. 

284,461,348 
703, 872 
455, 603 
346,396 

299,1.54,325 

1, 498, 045 

.54, 684 

73, 143 

17, 880, 819 
2, 396, 913 

16.666.789 

2,891.350 

649 

Total  private...              

285,967.219 
3,201,184 

300,  780, 197 
3,334,850 

20, 278, 381 
1,408,040 

19,5.58,139 

Total  G  overnmcnt     .              

7,  .369, 828 

Total  exports 

289, 168, 403 

304,115,047 

21,686,421       26,927,967 

Total  trade ...             

477,310-537 

.529.  951, 143 

.55.610.957       05,943,022 

, 
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Trade  with  United  States. 

The  United  States  iiuide  a  \erv  griUifving  sliowing  in  imports  into 
Calcutta  during  11>10.  Avitli  an  increa.-o  of  tnlly  41>  per  cent  over  the 
preA'ious  year.  This  gain  Avas  chiefly  due  to  hirger  shipments  of 
mineral  oils,  motor  cars,  motorcycles,  hardware,  and  electrical  in- 
struments. In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  large  and  con- 
stant demand  for  iron  and  steel  sheets  and  plates,  imports  of  these 
articles  declined  owing  to  tonnage  difficulties  and  the  apparent  inabil- 
ity of  American  manufacturers  to  supply  the  requirements.  The 
demand  for  motor  cars  was  affected  by  an  embargo  placed  on  the 
imi)()itation  of  these  vehicles,  otherwise  the  increase  would  have 
been  much  larger. 

It. is  gratifying  to  note  the  increased  interest  shown  bv  American 
exporters  in  the  import  trade  of  India,  and  the  tjpportunities  here 
luive  not  been  altogether  neglected  as  in  the  past.  The  demand  for 
many  classes  of  American  manufactures  continues,  as  is  revealed 
by  the  very  consideral>le  number  of  inquiries  received  from  prospec- 
tive purchasers,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  Avith  the  proj^er  handling  of 
the  enormous  market  here.  American  exporters  Avill  be  able  to  increase 
their  trade  and  be  in  a  position  to  hold  the  larger  part  of  it  after 
the  Avar. 

The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Calcutta  was  the 
largest  on  record,  according  to  the  declared  value  of  invoices  certi- 
fied at  this  office,  amounting  to  $85,004,220.  The  customs  figures 
shc*Av,  hoAvcA'er.  a  total  of  ^TO.Tll.lSG. 

Distribution  of  Foreign  Trade. 

The  foUoAving  table  shoAvs  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  ex- 
ports from  Calcutta  bv  principal  countries  for  the  vears  ended  March 
;U.  1916  and  1917 :      '      • 


Country. 


British  Empire. 


United  Kingdom... 

Australia 

China:  Hongkong.. 
Straits  Settlements. 

Ceylon 

Eg5T)t 

Mauritius 

Natal 

Capo  Colony. ....... 


Foreijm  countries: 
Europe 


Germany 

Belgium 

France 

Austria-Hungarv. 

Italy 

Russia 


Imports  from. 


1915-16 


1916-17 


$129,264,298     §127,057,82" 


Exports  to. 


1915-16 


S142,362,644 


113, 859,  S78 

C,  294, 656 

303,  .345 

5.189,311 

178,438 

1,326,284 

1,277,294 

6,813 

1,946 


116,061,159 

2,118,874 

594,686 

4,659,18" 

403,920 

1,193,914 

831, 198 

136,910 

11,355 


7, 686, 150 


7,962,567 


492, 16.5 
167;  732 
910;360 
3,244 
1.955,684 
273, 822 


207,962 
60,344 

962.269 
10,222 

1,928,756 
787, 400 


103.143,845 
14;  269, 227 
2,120,172 
4,117,708 
3,792,301 
2,451,418 
1,591,670 
2, 910, 167 
1,183-,  533 


1916-17 


§136,084,536 


96, 038,  lOa 
16,  764, 110 
2, 636; 994 
3, 790, 67f) 
2,867,342 
2, 658, 082 
2,043,600 
2,612,662 
992, 117 


46, 899, 758  I  40, 545, 407 


10,712,961   10,346,179 


14,176,763 
16, 880, 591 


7,728.326 
17,526,213 


Asia 33,208,022!      38,942,382  j   .    19, 775,834  I    24,925,564 


Java 

China— Tn  at  y  ports 

Japan 

Turkey  in  .\?ia 

Arabia  (•;x!luding  Aden). 


22,237,633 
1,142,005 
7,414.275 


2,920 


20.291,683 
2,885.834  | 
13,854,926  i 

11.680  ! 

16, 546  I 


3,719,953 

4,098,891 

6,065,930 

161,163 

328,326 


5,160,437 

3,690,429 

6, 866, 956 

646,920 

25,954 
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Country. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

1915-10 

1916-17 

Foreign  countries  —Continued. 

Vfrica            

$670,928 

S480, 161 

S746, 197 

S349  415 

8,680,863 

13,066,876 

75,433,021 

97,744,950 

United  States ., 

8,079,565 

12,963,249 
98,627 

56, 505, 905 
15,165,312 

76  741  13r. 

15  743  452 

1 

749  765 

1  130  325 

Total  for  foreign  countries 

50,245,963 

60,451,986 

143,604,575  |  164,695,661 

Grand  total 

179,510,261 

187,509,813 

285,967  219     3nn  "SO  1Q7 

Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  vahie  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Calcutta  from  all  countries  for  the  years  ended  March 
31,  lOlG  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods S66, 691, 813 

Sugar 23, 622, 105 

Metals  and  ores 15,  Ml,  729 

Maehincrv  and  millwork       6, 560, 678 

Oils : 6,157,503 

Salt 4,711,147 

Hardware  (excluding 
cutlery  and  electro- 
plated ware) 3, 036, 205 

Tea  chests  (entire  or  in 
sections) I      2, 304, 474 

Instruments,  apparatus, 
and  appliances 1,804,210 

Spices 2, 453, 928 

Liquorsdncludiug  meth- 
ylated and  perfumed 
spirits) 1, 903, 989 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 1, 954, 969 

Motor  cars,  motorcycles, 
and  parts ' 1,357,175 

(^hemicals  and  chemical 
preparations 1, 818, 036 

Paper  and  pasteboard . . .       1, 329, 955 

Dlass  and  glassware 1. 330, 766 

Drugs  and  medicines 
(excluding  chemicals 
and  narcotics) 1 ,  453, 228 

Articles  imported  by 
post 957, 010 

Railway  plant  and  roll- 
ing slock 3, 96K,  611 

Tobacco 1, 028, 987 

Kubber 1 ,  .509, 488 

Paints  and  painters'  ma- 
terials   916,676 

Woolen  goods 872,401 

Matches 1 ,  229, 211 

Building  and  engineer- 
ing materials 1, 382, 841 

Haberdashery  and  mil- 
linery   7.50,920 

Paperraaking  materials . .  .582, 688 

Flax .5.52, 767 

Wood  and  t  imber ol9„750 

Stationery  (excluding 
paper) I         538,204 

T^mbrellas  and  umbrella  I 
fittings 646,823 


1916-17 


Articles. 


S75, 284, 754 
21,119,003 
14,515,472 
7,992,858 
6,698,287 
4,463,8.56 


3,823,116 

2,445,3.58 

2.411,797 
2, 406, 860 


2,319,786 

2,319,523 

2,249,542 

2,196,428 
2,061,970 

1,857,935 

1,63.5,249 

1,438,085 

1,409,211 
1,369,338 
1,324,659 

1,211,976 
•1,202,349 
1,151,312 

1,136,781 

1,032,347 
'982,683 
913, 855 
774, 159 

727,097 

719,562 


Soap 

Apparel  (excluding  ho- 
siery and  boots  and 
shoes) 

Animals,  live 

Earthenware  and  porce- 
lain  

Books  and  printed  mat- 
ter  

Silk  goods 

Leather 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sub- 
stances   

Hemp 

Boots  and  shoes 

Belting  for  machinery. . . 

Arms  and  ammunition. . 

Toys  and  requisites  for 
games  and  sports 

Buttons 

Cycles  (other  than  motor- 
cycles)  

Grain,  pulse,  and  flour... 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cutlery 

Furniture  and  cabinet- 
ware 

Pitch,  tar,  and  dammar. . 

Carriages  and  carts  (ex- 
cludjng  railway  car- 
riages)  

Gums  and  resins 

Jewelry 

Fruitsand  vegetables 

Hides  and  skins,  raw 

Ships,  parts  of 

Another 

Total 

Treasure: 

Gold 

Silver 

Total 

(irand  total  of  im- 
ports  


8603,854 


467, 146 
386, 972 

426, 853 

.509,243 
303, 742 
443,877 

292,432 
264,044 
333,707 
484, 104 
293, 497 

338, 542 
267, 112 

309, 799 

1.387,371 

246,173 

142,648 

154,319 
174. 853 


104, 764 
80,916 
60,704 
45,154 

112,657 

24,613 

2,115,043 


1916-17 


.S636,597 


.571,  ,549 
534,207 

517,041 

.507, 709 
488,815 
477,343 

461,776 
447,963 
425,939 
410,966 
385,651 

349, 266 
345, 443 

267, 293 
174, 140 
172, 891 
160,  -585 

141,931 
138,371 


9.5,986 
91,907 
51, 170 
49, 720 
36,671 
5,780 
i,  904, 621 


169,762,426  |  182,046,542 

3,932,958         4,742,363 
5,814,877             720,908 

9,747,835  |      5,463,271 

179,510,261     1.87,509,813 


Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

A  comparison  between  the  figures  of  imports  of  coUon  nianiifac- 
tiires  for  1010-17  and  those  of  1915-16  revea.ls  the  continued  adverse 
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effect  of  the  Eui-oi)enn  war  on  the  trade  of  this  Province.  The 
^Yeight  of  t^vist  and  yarn  and  the  number  of  yards  of  piece  goods 
have  both  declineih  but  tlie  vahie  has  increased  In-  13  per  cent.  Taken 
altogether,  however,  the  trade  of  the  fiscal  year  lOlti-lT  v.as  by  no 
means  bad,  but  the  present  outlook  is  not  so  promising.  The  high 
cost  of  the  raw  material  in  Europe,  the  growing  scarcity  of  operatives, 
the  higher  cost  of  manufacturing,  the  enormous  increase  in  freight 
charges,  together  with  the  increase  of  duty  from  IMarch  1.  1017.  to 
7^  per  cent,  make  the  prospects  decidedly  unfavorable. 

Imports  of  gray  yarn  show  a  decline  in  ({uantity  of  S-Li  pounds, 
while  colored  and  fancy  yarn  have  declined  from  4,821.000  pounds 
to  4,218.000  pounds.  The  high  cost  of  cotton  is  reflected  in  the  in- 
crease in  values,  and  the  aAerage  cost  per  pound  has  risen  by  10 
cents  for  gi'ay  yarn  and  14  cents  for  colored  and  fancy  yarn.  Japan 
has  largely  increased  its  trade  here,  shipments  from  that  country 
having  increased  from  222,000  pounds  to  1,946,000  pounds. 

An  analysis  of  the  imports  of  piece  goods  shows  a  loss  from  1915- 
IG  of  252,500.000  vards  in  gray  goods,  while  colored  and  white  goods 
have  increased  by  31,000,000  "and  30,000.000  yards,  respectively. 
Gray  goods  have  been  subjected  to  much  keener  competition  on  the 
part  of  Japanese  and  indigenous  production.  Notwithstanding 
reduction  in  number  of  yards,  there  was  a  decided  increase  in  value. 
The  abnormally  high  price  of  the  raw  material  has  advanced  the 
average  cost  of  piece  goods  by  fully  32  per  cent.  A  comparison  of 
trade  by  different  countries  shows  that  imports  from  Great  Britain 
declined  200,000,000  yards,  while  Japanese  goods  increased  from 
19,000,000  to  33,000,000  yards. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  differ- 
ent classes  of  cotton  manufactures  imported  into  Calcutta  for  the 
years  ended  March  31,  1916  and  1917 : 


Cotton  niauufuctiires. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Yards. 

Value. 

Yards. 

Value. 

Piece  goods: 
Grav— 

British 

896,237,429 
19,352,928 

§44,383,129 
1,141,680 

640,845,987 
22,274,995 

340,340,041 
1,643,254 

roreign 

Total 

915,590,357 

45,524,809 

603,120,982 

41  983  295 

White- 
British 

180,831,534 
2,536,512 

10,140,488 
218,668 

210,853,228 
2,208,336 

14  327  949 

Foreign 

'225' 157 

Total 

183,368,046 

10,359,156 

213,061,564 

14,553,106 

I  nlored  (printed  or  dyed) 

68,670,146 

5,524,450 

99,433,356 

10,671,910 

Total 

1,167,628,540 

61,408,415 

975,615,902 

67,208,311 

Twist  and  yarn 

0  9,156,752 

2,633,427 
2,649,971 

0  7,735,833 

3,255,364 
4,821,079 

All  other  cotton  fabrics 

Grand  total  cotton  goods 

66,691,813 

75,284,754 

a  Pounds. 
Imports  of  Woolen  Goods. 

The  cjuantity  and  value  of  woolen  goods  imported  into  Calcutta 
are  shown  in  the  following  table.  There  was  an  increase  in  value  of 
38  per  cent,  but  there  was  no  corresponding  expansion  in  yolume,  for 
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higher  j^ricos  havo   ciirljiilod    holli    iho   niimbGr  of  j^ards   and   tho 
weight  of  goods  imported. 


■\Voolen  go 

ods. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Vahie. 

Braids 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Shawls 

Yam 

AU  other 

pounds.. 

do 

do... 

yards.. 

number.. 

pounds.. 

do  — 

32, 847 
227,666 

38,519 
844,292 
201,487 
102. 615 

40,431 

$21,088 
85.002 
66, 184 
387,049 
190,442 
101,872 
20,  764 

7,490 
191,849 
tl8,  408 
1.378,991 
48, 2,55 
93,910 
41,158 

$9, 733 

92,139 
133,666 
763,  71<; 

.53,207 
132, 360 

17,519 

Total 

872, 401 

1,202,349 

1 



Metals,  Metal  Manufactures,  Railway  Materials,  Etc. 

Calcutta's  trade  in  metals  was  even  more  upset  by  the  war  in 
191G-17  than  in  1915-16.  High  prices  and  more  recently  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  priority  certificates  have  reduced  contracts  to  the 
lowest  possible  requirements.  In  the  United  Kingdom  control  of 
the  steel  trade  dates  practically  from  the  creation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Munitions.  ^laximum  prices  have  since  l)een  fixed  for  most 
metals,  and  the  quantities  available  for  ordinary  commercial  pur- 
poses are  very  greatly  reduced.  The  result  in  India  has  been  to  post- 
pone all  new  work  which  was  not  realW  urgent  and  to  liamper  ex- 
isting constructions  by  the  shortage  and  uncertainty  of  supplies. 
While  the  actual  decrea.se  in  the  trade  is  equivalent  to  alioiit  42  per 
cent  in  weight  the  high  prices  ruling  .show  a  decline  in  vahic  of  only 
6  per  cent. 

The  table  that  follows  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  metals 
and  metal  manufactures,  railway  materials,  etc.,  imported  from  all 
countries  into  Calcutta  during  the  years  ended  March  31.  1910  and 
1917: 


Metals  and  metal  goods. 


Brass,  wrought 

Copper: 

Unwrought 

Wrought  (including  old) . 

Iron,  unwrought 

Iron  or  steel ,  wrought 

Bars,  rods,  and  angles 

Beams,  pillars,  etc 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Hoops 

Nails,  screws,  and  rivets . 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Rice  bowls 

Sheets  and  plates^ 

<  ;alvamzed 

Tinned 

Other 

Another 

ad. 


Loi 


Sheets  for  teathests 

All  other 

Quicksilver « 

Tm. 


1915-16 


Tons. 


Zinc  or  spelter.. 
German  silver... 
All  other  metals. 

Total 


837 

603 
,146 
,  9K5 
,000 
,481 
,  0.>1 
,508 
,677 
,799 
,597 
,  656 

,040 
,54S 
,256 
,784 
,015 
,319 
,  296 
,695 
740 
306 
77 
194 


Value. 


S271, 873 

254,250 

.")24, 933 

88, 246 

12,68.5,668 

2,202,923 

.538, 235 

354, 930 

718,295 

726, 406 

879, 539 

leo,  270 

1 ,  935, 569 

1,930,378 

1,104,696 

2.074.427 

.520,  007 

:i.50, 228 

103,  S:J9 

123,609 

622. 203 

85,975 

39,905 

224.822 

15,441,729 


1916-17 


Tons. 


Value. 


1,242 

.50 

6.54 

809 

104, 744 

22,993 

1, 505 

1,378 

12,445 

6,590 

0,453 

1, 140 

4,3!NJ 

20,015 

12, 259 

15,5.53 

3, 286 

2, 640 

640 

a  45, 970 

097 

678 

8 

1,161 


S447, 391 

32,119 

107,  .508 

35, 303 

11,  .508, 024 

2,059,50:J 

81, 108 

246,245 

1.134,219 

911,00;) 

MO,  75!t 

101,. 548 

546,995 

2, 040,  .563 

1,273,725 

1,702,950 

681,9.59 

.553. 1.59 

128, 800 

.52, 558 

030,374 

267,009 

5,191 

387,373 

14, 515, 472 


n  Pounds. 
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Trade  in  Mineral  Oils. 

The  quantity  of  mineral  oil  imported  into  Calcutta  during  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1917,  declined  by  about  4  per  cent,  but  owing  to 
higher  prices  the  aggregate  value  shows  an  increase  of  9  per  cent. 
Shippcr.s  have  had  much  trouble  in  obtaining  necessary  tonnage. 
One  shipment  of  298.000  tins  came  from  New  York  in  a  sailing  ves- 
sel, which  made  tlie  journey  direct  in  128  days.  The  shortage  in 
the  foreign  mineral-oil  supply  was  made  good  by  large  arrivals  from 
Burma. 

The  following  table  gives  the  mineral  oil  imports  at  Calcutta : 


Mineral  oils. 

191 

5-16 

1916-17 

Gallons. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Value. 

FOREIGN  IMPORTS. 

Kerosene 

29, 756, 947 

$3,865,918 

19,857,700 

S3,  no,  669 

I'nited  States . . 

16,914.648 

12, 809, 609 

32.500 

190 

2.366,742 

1.492,393 

6.813 

16,246,028 

3, 579, 172 

32.500 

2, 702, 854 

Borneo 

398,729 

Sumatra 

9,084 

All  other  coimtrios 

T.iibricating  and  batchint; 

12. 198, 948 

1,725,012 

14,031,199 

2, 840, 414 

United  Kingdom 

1,139,190 

7.866,395 

2,554,636 

,500. 041 

138, 786 

337, 087 
1,021,965 

278, 688 
54, 180 
33,092 

1,170,831 
8,543,021 
3,921,951 

453,233 

United  States 

1,644,553 

Borneo 

661,520 

Sumatra 

All  other  countries ... 

395,396 

81,108 

Another..          ... 

2,200.079 

188, 171 

3,613,807 

331,893 

Total 

44, 155, 974 

5, 779, 131 

37, 502, 706 

6,282,970 

IMPORTS  FROM-  BURM.V. 

ICerosene •. 

47,  775, 527 
4,444.679 
1,043,372 

5,443,342 
758,201 
475,295 

49, 399. 936 
4,306,218 
2,427,896 

5, 649, 033 

Lubricating  and  batching 

713, lft4 

All  other 

899,978 

Total 

53,  863, 578 

6, 676, 838 

56,134,050 

7,262,115 

firand  total 

98, 019,  .552 

12,455,969 

93. 636, 756 

13.545,091 

. 

Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Calcutta. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  .irticles  ex- 
ported from  Calcutta  during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1916  and 
1917 : 


-Vrticles. 


Jute  manufactures 

Jute,  raw 

Tea 

Hides  and  slcins,  raw 

Lac 

Opium 

Seeds 

Grain,  pulse,  and  flour . . . 

Metals  and  ores 

Cotton,  raw 

Indigo 

Coal,  coke,  and  patent 
fuel 

Hemp,  raw 

Saltpeter 

Mica 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sul> 
stances  (other  than  in- 
digo)   

Oils 

Manures 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 


?122,974,766 

48,306,501 

47,  ,585, 610 

20,354.039 

5,555,272 

4, 769, 818 

5,  IGS,  587 

6,626,551 

1,868,362 

3,773,160 

2,852,742 

2,388,610 

1,671,595 

1, 878, 029 

870, 519 


999, 777 
962,663 
675,319 


1916-17 


$134,631,356 

49;  828, 742 

37,837,361 

22,082,324 

9,079,916 

6, 801, 744 

6,019,143 

4,947,933 

3, 875, 502 

.3,372,484 

3,232,329 

2, 436, 835 

2,261,655 
2,105.a26 
1,448,170 


950,022 
817, 569 
758, 162 


Articles. 


Articles  exported  by  post 
n.  e.  s 

Oilcakes 

Tobacco 

Silk,  raw 

Woolen  manufactures 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Apparel  (excluding  ho- 
siery, boots,  and  shoes) . 

Cordage  and  rope 

Bristles 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn . . . 

Fodder  and  bran 

Wax,  other  than  paraflin 
(excluding  candles)  . . . 

Spices 

Animals,  live 

Wool,  raw 

Borax 

Horns 

Cotton  manufactures 

Leather 

Silk  manufactures 


1915-16 


S231, 764 
575, 753 
179, 874 
166,878 
344, 515 
272,301 

174,304 
239, 847 
94,935 
314, 700 
1?7,584 

97,007 
243,994 
91,837 
85,042 
47,501 
74, 154 
38,995 
72,316 
38,252 


191&-17 


S697, 544 
562,009 
555,243 
401, 491 
392,254 
380,247 

291,827 
240,672 
209,784 
177, 141 
147, 535 

146,978 
122,  W, 
116,526 
84,665 
61, 192 
53,968 
53,544 
39,833 
31,548 
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Articles. 

1915-16 

1 

1916-17       1 

Article.'. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Wood  and  timber 

Coir 

W2, 750 

6.796 

'950 

856,939 

«24, 709 
1.5,476 
1,600  i 
1,135,783  1 

Treasure: 

r.oid 

S455,603 
346,396 

$54  684 

Rubber,  raw 

73,143 

Ml  other 

Total  treasure 

Grand    total    ex- 
ports   

801,999 

127,827 

284,461,348 
703, 872 

299,154,325 
1,498,045  1 

chandise 

Total  foreign  mer- 
chandise    reex- 
ported  

285, 907, 219 

300  780  197 

Total  merchandise. 

285, 165, 220 

300,652,370  [ 

Calcutta's  Coal  Trade. 

The  qiumtity  and  value  of  exports  of  coal  aie  sliown  in  the  follow- 
ing* table.  The  amount  of  coal  produced  in  British  India  in  191G  was 
16,419,082  tons,  an  increase  of  66,000  tons  over  the  previous  year. 
The  course  of  trade  Avas  affected  to  a  great  extent  by  the  necessity 
for  conserving  the  consumption  of  lirst-class  coal  for  naval,  military, 
and  railway  purposes.  On  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  tonnage 
in  the  coasting  trade  there  was  a  marked  tendency  throughout  1916-17 
to  rail  coal  from  the  pit  head  to  ports  formerly  supplied  by  sea  from 
Calcutta. 


1915-16 

1916-17 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

.527,035 
144,116 

79,  .566 
13, 287 
27, 243 
12,487 
3,627 
15,763 

Value. 

FOREIGN  TRADE. 

Ceylon 

.587,690 
97,674 
09, 696 
16,648 
14,987 
1,995 
3,631 
10, 982 

11,772,704 

■  259,547 

203,419 

49, 63S 

48,665 

6,489 

9,733 

31,470 

U  -552,414 

Straits  Settlements 

428, 576 
228, 725 

Sumatra 

Aden 

38, 608 

.Tava 

83, 379 

East  African  ports 

40, 554 

Australia 

9,733 

All  other  coiintries 

41,528 

Total 

803,303 

2,381,665 

823, 124 

2,423,517 

COASTING  IR.VDE. 

1.52,432 
40,805 
426,895 
186,521 
20, 135 
1,743 

424,359 
310, 483 
1,245,824 
461,020 
.55,478 
4,866 

Sind 

Hurma 

427,697 

54,546 

4,8.50 

•    2,935 

1,268,534 

Madras 

109, 334 

Bengal 

12,653 

other  ports,  including  Indian  ports  not  British. 

8,760 

Total 

828,531 
679,416 

2,502,0.30 
2,014,731 

490,028     1,399,281 

Bimker  coal 

603,658     1,776,921 

Grand  total 

2,311,250 

6,898,426 

1,916,810 

5,599,719 

Shipments  of  Cotton  and  Cotton  Manufactures. 

The  exports  of  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures  are  sliown  in  the 
following  table.  Bengal's  trade  in  raw  cotton  is  not  important.  Ex- 
ports have  fallen  by  34  per  cent  in  volume,  but  the  higher  prices  ob- 
tained have  caused  a  fall  of  only  11  per  cent  in  value.  Japan  con- 
tinued to  be  the  best  customer,  taking  practically  58  per  cent  of  the 
exports;  Italy  imported  8  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  6  per  cent. 
Cotton  twist  and  j^arn  exports  have  again  fallen  and  the  total  is  the 
lowest  since  1885.  The  quantitv  of  yarn  spun  by  the  local  mills  in 
1916-17  was  28,000,000  pounds,  "^as  compared  with  32,000,000  pounds 
in  the  previous  year,  l)ut  more  cotton  goods  were  ]jro(liic(Ml.  the  return 
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sliowiiio-  the  Aveiglit  as  more  than  4,000.000  pounds,  as  compared  ^x'lth 
about  2,500.000  pounds. 


ArUcle?  and  countries  of  destination. 


HAW  COTTO^■. 


United  Kingdom... 

Ital}- 

France 

Spain 

China: 

Hongkong 

Treaty  ports... 

Japan 

Australasia 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 


1915-16 


191&-17 


Quantity. 


Total. 


Hu  ndrcd- 

tccight. 

If),  158 

47,361 

30,776 

3,525 

3,571 

480 

255,931 

284 

34,527 

4,857 


Value. 


S143. 724 
395, 160 
248, 191 
30,821 

35,688 

3,244 

2,588,005 

1,947 

281,284 

45,096 


Quantity. 


Uundrcd- 
tvcight. 
45,160 
21,318 
11,948 
6,429 

*i,928 

790 

151,329 

14, 782 
1,973 


397, 472       3, 773, 160 


TWIST  AJTD  YARN 

riiiaa:  I    Pound)-. 

Hongkong 2, 352,  .SOO 

Treaty  ports I. . . '. 

Straits  Sot t Icments 136, 000 


All  other  countries. 


■fotal. 


41,394 


2,530,194 


291,990 


IG,  870 
5,840 


314, 700 


262, 732 


Pounds. 

829, 600 

3,060 

30,000 

415,657 


Value. 


§501,249 
242,352 
128, 800 
101,223 

89,219 

8,435 

2, 100, 70f. 

649 

178, 438 

21,413 


3,372,484 


111.605 

'973 

4,218 

60,345 


1,278,317    177,141 


Food  Grains  and  Flour. 

The  Cjuantity  and  vahie  of  food  grains  and  flour  exports  from 
Calcutta  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  The  1915-10  crops  Avere 
miu-sually  good,  and  both  in  area  and  yield  were  the  highest  recorded. 
The  monsoon  of  lOlG  was  well  distributed,  and  over  the  larger  por- 
tion of  India  crop  prospects  were  generally  satisfactory,  but  the  ton- 
nage was  not  available  to  move  them. 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Rice,  husked: 

United  Kingdom 

Mauritius 

Natal 

East  coast  of  Africa. 

West  Indies 

Ceylon , 

Arabia 

Aden 

Bahrein  Islands 

Turkey.  Asiatic 

All  other  countries. , 


1915-16 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


116,816 
182,987 
291,425 
56,221 
230, 746 
296,332 
120, 105 
48.316 
53,027 
44.941 
07. 152 


$315. 
.532, 
789. 
151, 
702, 
0S7, 
,S27, 
132, 
151, 
117, 
186. 


Total I     1, .508. 068  I    4,093,700 

i  32 


I'addy  (rice,  uuhuskcd) 
Total  rice 


Wheat 

Wheat  flour. 


1,508,100       4,093,700 


Total  wheat. 


269,258 
105.962 


375.220 


599, 553 
328,320 


927,879 


Barley 

All  other  trrcals. 


1,476  ] 
.51,286 


3,245 
114,524 


TotaLcereals 1,936,082  i    5.1,39,348 

I'lilses ,        607.453  !    i;4S7,203 


Grand  total 2,543.535       6.626,551 


1916-17 


Hundred- 
weight. 


93,047 

252,018 

166, 868 

7.363 

339, 814 

67,285 
S.497 

40, 002 

25.788 
219.078 

61,5.50 


Value. 


$317,620 
743,277 
442,203 

19, 142 

1,050,839 

164,812 

24,657 
107,063 

75,917 
493,463 
172, 599 


1,281,310 
214 


3,611,592 
321 


1,281,524  j  3,611,916 


63,596 
151.343 


138,533 
453,882 


214,939 


29,550 
8,947 


1.534,960 

288, 853 


1.823,813 


592,415 


44,772 
21, 413 


4,270,516 
677,417 


4,947,933 
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Trade  in  Hides  and  Skins. 

The  export  trade  in  hide-  and  skins  durin«>;  r,)ir)-U').  notwithsland- 
ing  severe  restrictions  and  the  closing  of  many  markets,  showed  con- 
sicleiable  expansion.  These  restrictions  and  proliibitions  have  in- 
creased in  severity,  the  orders  governing  exports  of  raw  cow  hides  in 
particnlar  being  dictated  by  the  maintenance  of  sufficient  supplies  for 
conversion  by  tanners  in  Madras  and  Bombay  into  East  India  kips. 
Consequently  the  1016-17  trade  shows  a  diminution  in  volume, 
though  with  a  higher  range  of  prices  tlic  aggregate  value  has  im- 
proved. Hides  have  been  sent  in  larger  quantities  lo  the  United 
Kingdom  than  in  any  previons  year.  In  February  further  imports 
of  hides  into  this  conntry  were  forbidden,  but  to  meet  a  sul)sequent 
relaxation  temporarily  made  at  this  end  to  encourage  shippers  of 
hides  of  all  weights,  the  board  of  trade  conceded  the  necessary 
licenses. 

Exporters  to  the  XLiited  States  were  restricted  to  certain  ciuaatities 
in  the  volnme  of  bnsiness  which  they  Avere  tdlowed  to  transact  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  but  in  spite  of  this,  exports  increased  in 
volnme  by  30  per  cent  and  in  vahie  by  54  per  cent.  Exports  of  hides 
to  Italy,  decreased  large!}'.  Early  in  the  year  preference  was  given 
to  orders  on  behalf  of  the  Italian  Government,  shipments  on  private 
account  being  permitted  only  under  certain  resti-dctions  imposed  by 
an  international  commission.  After  the  first  of  the  year,  this  commis- 
sion's control  over  exports  from  India  was  removed,  but  the  Govern- 
ment's orders  in  March,  1917,  prohibiting  the  export  of  hides  within 
a  certain  range  of  weights  to  all  destinations,  partly  neutralized  such 
removal. 

There  was  an  enormous  increase  in  the  export  of  bufl'alo  hides,  91 
per  cent  of  the  shipments  going  to  the  United  States.  The  restrictive 
policy  continued  in  the  past  year  has  been  mainlv  directed  against 
cow  hides,  the  decrease  in  ciuantity  being  37  per  cent  and  in  value  33 
per  cent.  The  smaller  exports  from  Calcutta  have  no  doubt  helped 
to  swell  the  shipments  from  other  ports  of  partially  tanned  hides  on 
Government  account.  Of  raw  skins  95  per  cent  went  to  the  United 
States.  3  per  cent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  2  per  cent  to  France. 

The  following  table  shoves  the  quantities  and  values  of  raw  hides 
and  skins,  also  cuttings  and  dressed  hides  and  skins,  ship]ied  from 
Calcutta,  together  with  the  .countries  of  destination : 


Articles  and  counlries  of  destination. 


......  ^..     ,  fliundred weight . 

.Lmted  Kingdom tnumber. 


-,,  ,                                                          fliundred weight . 
■^i^v \nnmbei 


.  fhmidrcd  weight. 

^P^"* \miml)or . 


_,„„„„  fhundred  weight. 

Trance \auiiiber. 


United  States {S'^"^''" 


All  other  coimtries {nuS:?!^'.'* ! 


m.t„,  /hundredweight. 


1915-10 


Quantity.       Value. 


51, 

416, 

289, 

4, 4.54, 

Ki, 

299, 

1, 

2.5, 

273, 

2, 397, 

19, 

150, 


092  i}?l."&0.-3G3 

593  \\ 
123  !/ 


1910-17 


Quantity.       Value 


t73, 


U3, 
(il(i, 


974,247 
245,600 


/   100 
I  1,452: 


44, 


400,075 


213; 

1, 

20, 

371, 

3,  49.S. 

13, 

107, 


}?  1,093, 218 
I  2,,S32,303 
I  278, 588 
}  (i3, 264 
I  (',r.24,904 
305, 941 


652,  .567 
,722,931 


}l6,218,747|{gjfj|f^}  14,793,378 
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Articles  aud  countries  of  destination. 


KAW  SKINS. 

,.   .,    ,  ....      ,  fiiundrodweight . . 

I  uited  Ivingdoui \,uimber 

fiiimdredweight . . 

'■  '"iiQcc \number 

. .  ,  .                                                     /iivmdredweight . . 
"■'^'J' \number 


1915-16 


Quantity.        Value. 


^^nited  Slates {S^!!^'?!:: 

All  other  countries gl^^^!^"!:: 


„,  ,  ,                                           /hundredweight. 
'■  "'^^' \number 


.3, 55S 

234, 871 

667 

4.^,  285 

141 

10, 550 

159, 608 

9, 3.36, 872 

612 

70, 234 


}  ?100,.574 
I  21, 737 
I  3,569 

I  3,944,460 
1}        24,009 


164, 586 
9, 697, 812 


||  4,094, 


349 


(  uttiugs  of  hides  and  slsius  (raw) hundredweight . 

Dressed  hides  and  skins {numtef  .'^'''^^* ! 


,  ,^,,„,  f„, ,.  1  /hundredweight . . 

L.raudtoluL \number....   .... 


14, 852 

901 

151,227 


41, 203 
55, 802 


832, 906 
17, 574, 970 


20,410,101 


1910-17 


Quantity. 


4,  570 

337, 618 

2,170 

184,9.30 

54 

3,000 

138,900 

10,891,317 

832 

61,469 


146, 526 
11,478,334 


7, 585 

99 

4,014 


{.. 


13,667 
17,  .397, 664 


Value. 


I  $182,981 

I  125,880 

]■  973 

\  6,91.5,290 

I  35, 363 


}^. 


260, 493 


23,359 
}  ^,  111 


j- 22,090,3 


341 


Exports  of  Indigo. 

During  1910-17  indigo  continued  free  from  in\y  restrictions  on 
exporttition  from  British  India.  The  continuance  of  the  war  has 
further  stimuhited  cultivation,  and  in  spite  of  an  unfavorable  season 
the  area  under  indigo  increased  by  111  per  cent  to  750,4:00  acres, 
while  the  yield  of  dye  is  estimated  at  95,500  hundredweights.  The 
increase  in  Madras  was  about  15  i>er  cent,  in  Bihar  and  Orissa  53 
per  cent,  and  in  the  United  Provinces  252  per  cent. 

In  connection  Avith  the  export  of  indigo,  it  may  be  noted  that  sup- 
plies of  aniline  colors  have  been  defective  and  recent  inquiries  made 
at  this  office  show  that  a  very  considerable  demand  for  these  colors 
exists  here  at  present.  In  October,  1910,  an  expert  commission  was 
appointed  in  England  to  investigate  natural  indigo.,  but  little  seems 
to  have  been  done  in  India  toward  the  standardization  of  the  quality 
of  the  indigo  paste  placed  upon  the  market. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  indigo  shipped 
from  Calcutta  during  the  years  ended"  March  31,  1910  ;ind  1917,  to 
different  countries : 


1915-16 


Countries. 


Hundred- 
weight. 


United  Kingdom . 
Egypt. 


7,230 


Value. 


11,537,165 


United  States . 

.Tapan 

-Vll  other 


Total. 


4,921 
493 
503 


13,147 


1,064,141 

98,628 
152, 808 


2, 852, 742 


1916-17 


Ilundred- 
weight. 


7,518 

235 

5,033 

91 

737 


13,614 


Value. 


$1,819,746 

62,940 

1,116,700 

17,844 

215,099- 


3,232,329 


Jute  and  Jute  Manufactures. 

Restrictions  on  jute  and  jute  manufactures  increased  in  severity 
during  1910-17.  NotAvithstanding  this  the  industry  during  1910  en^ 
joyed  unparalleled  ])rosperity,  though  with  the  first  quarter  of  1917 
the  noni'cncwal  of  (Ifnerinnent  orders  and  the  great  scarcitv  of  ton- 
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nago.  coupled  Avith  financial  difliculties  in  excliangp.  fausod  a  decided 
setback  and  finally  led  t(»  an  aareeiiient  to  work.short  liine  from 
April  1,  1917.  The  total  value  ol"  the  export  trade  "in  the  year  under 
revieAv  reached  the  unprecedented  total  of  more  than  $181,000,000. 

Export.s  of  ra^N  jute  decrcasedinqnantity  but  showed  an  increase  ill 
value  of  about  3  per  cent.  The  advance  in  the  gunny  trade  Avas  sub- 
stantial, showing  an  increase  in  volume  of  2  per  cent  and  an  expan- 
sion in  value  of  !•  per  cent,  due  to  the  higher  prices  ruling  c^irlier  in 
the  rear.  The  jute  trade  represented  GO  per  cent  of  Calcutta's  export 
trade  in  lOlS-io  and  in  lOlG-lT  was  &2  per  cent  of  this  trade.  On 
March  1,  1917,  the  export  duties  imposed  on  the  corresponding  date 
of  191G  were  doubled,  but  the  exemption  of  war  bags  and  cloth  was , 
continued.  On  the  whole  the  year  was  an  exceptionally  bus}'  one 
for  the  jute  industry  because  of  the  large  amount  of  work  connected 
with  contracts  betv.een  the  Government  and  mills  for  the  supply  of 
sand  bags,  cloth,  etc.,  for  the  British  Government  and  some  of  the 
Allies.  The  demand  from  the  United  States  has  been  enormous,  but 
has  been  hampered  by  financial  difficulties  in  connection  with  ex- 
change. 

The  number  of  looms  increased  in  1916  from  3S,Go2  to  39,065. 
Four  new  mills  have  come  into  existence,  but  only  one  of  thein  is 
working  and  that  w^th  only  250  looms  at  present.  It  is  no  longer 
possible  to  obtain  the  necessary  machineiy  from  Europe.  Labor  was 
in  gCtod  supply  throughout  the  year.  Details  of  the  export  trade  in 
jiite  and  jute  manufactures  are  sliowai  in  the  following  table : 


Products  ami  destination. 

1915-16 

1910-17 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

RAW  Jt'TF. 

United  Kingdom 

Tons. 

317. 832 

29, 639 

60, 740 

39,426 

3.285 

4,635 

106, 6.33 

8,991 

7, 973 

$27.  ,512, 920 

2, 822, 570 

5,4.38.800 

3,334.526 

320. S65 

348. 766 

7.026,002 

SCO. 072 

641,080 

Tons. 
234,037 
44,&37 
38,094 
37,693 
11.765 
4.207 
123.714 
13. 192 
5.679 

$23, 654. 759 

France 

4.790,258 

Italy 

4,023,622 

Spain 

3,599,912 

Russia 

1,227,656 

.Tapan 

386, 076 

United  States .                   ,.     .. 

10,176,825 

Brazil.. 

1,400,903 

.\11  other  countries 

568, 731 

Total 

579, 154 

48,306,501 

513, 218 

49, 828, 742 

GVSyir  BAG.S. 

United  Kingdom 

Number. 
297,391,724 
86, 149, 200 
85,688,900 
14,952,050 
5,353,620 
12,979,4.35 
3, 797,  700 
4,274:550 

15,  702, 898 

8,368.758 

5,362,234 

2,015,380 

785,  778 

1,541,058 

4.53,882 

479, 512 

Number. 
349, 006, 400 
78,261.400 
30, 412, 900 
8, 550, 900 
3, 687, 075 
10, 930, 5-50 
5,019,100 
912, 200 

15,772,651 

Russia 

S.  428, 4.54 

France 

1,64.5.526 

Egypt 

1.748,696 

Cape  Colony 

579, 113 

Natal "...      .                 «. 

1.389,872 

Mauritiu-s 

660,871 

Portuguese  East  Africa  . 

108,  <»6 

South  America 

44,953,950 

4, 192, 327 

60,171,700 

5,587,391 

Cliile  and  Peru 

40, 807, 300 
4, 146, 650 

3,687,833 
504,494 

57,815.250 
2, 356, 450 

5,254,522 

Other  countries 

332,869 

Kortli  America 

44. 955, 320 

2, 954, 614 

33,018,000 

3,360,481 

United  States 

44, 094. 820 
860, 500 

2,913,087 
41,. 527 

32, 575, 500 
442.500 

.3,326,091 

Canada 

34,390 

Cuba ; 

18.106.200 
3.088.550 
10,253.555 

2. 629.  856 

4.S2. 757 

1,213,050 

24.382,800 
4,286,050 
7,184,500 

4,078,776 

West  Indies  . 

618,370 

Straits  Settlements '.'.'..'.....'. '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

944,750 

I 


12 


SUITLEMENT     I O    COMMKKCE    REPORTS. 


I'roductsnnd  (l(Slination. 


nuxNY  BAGS— continued. 


Japan 

China: 

IIou},'kong 

Treaty  jiorts. .. 

.Tava ■ 

Coehin  China 

Siam 

Australasia 

Sandwich  Islands. . 
All  other  countries. 


1915-16 


Total . 


GUKNT  CLOTH. 


United  Kingdom. 

Russia 

France 


1916-1" 


North  America. 


I'uitcd  States. 
Canada 


South  America 


Argentina 

Other  countries. 


China: 

Hongkong 

Treaty  ports. .. 

Australasia 

All  other  countries. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

^'a}np. 

Number. 
7,077,800 

4,290,800 
17,314,031 
19,6,39,405 
11,183,  .500 
12,828,240 
69,166,200 
9,0,83,300 
9,  .599, 139 

$790,908 

490,383 
1,982,936 
2,331,0.53 
1,099,180 
1,330,177 
9;  312, 534 

637, 187 
1,057,980 

Number. 
7,775,210 

8,844,710 
12,739,000 
20,971,120 
19,967,100 
11,380,200 
81,289,071 

6,970,900 
13,151,852 

8900,951 

1,100,040 
r,  .573, 177 
2,941,961 
2,160,102 
1,294.101 
11,022,175 
731; 922 
1,602,378 

792,733,169 

05,220,508 

801,912,738 

08,856,757 

Yards. 
181,635,058 
19,184,000 
33,032,500 

9,126,310 

962,269 

1,605,905 

Yards. 
188,536,900 
40,121,000 
55, 168, 500 

9,  .328, 43 1 
2,268,438 
2,492,297 

723,637,700 

32,965,996 

736,653,128 

38,748,040 

660,5.54,000 
63,083,700 

29,  .862, 142 
3,103,854 

089,255,828 
47,397,300 

36,111,701 
2,636,345 

187,973,685 

9,869,262 

148,267,600 

8,207,514 

180,268,560 
7, 705, 125 

9,460,476 

408, 786 

142,363,400 
5,904,200 

7,898,005 
309,509 

1,066,000 

.5;  317, 000 

27,008,622 

12,582,014 

44,772 

3291624 

1,610.487 

'  701;  100 

91,000 

6,02.3,440 

.33,,*^40,200 

19,701,521 

4,867 

385>751 

2,219,148 

1,395,004 

1,191,434,479 

57,275,785 

1,228,403,289 

05,(M9,856 

Exports  of  Lac. 

From  June.  1910,  exportation  of  lac  to  the  United  States  was  per- 
mitted to  approved  firms  only,  and  in  January,  1917,  in  order  to  se- 
cure larjier  supplies  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  munition  work,  it 
Avas  found  nece.s-arv  to  permit  lac  shipments  to  other  destinations 
only  upon  exporters  ouiiranteeino-  to  <xive  a  percentage  of  a  .specified 
(luality  and  tit  a  fixed  price  to  the  Government.  A  large  shipment, 
anionnting  to  l..-)()0,ono  pounds  was  made  to  the  Philippines  for  the 
use  of  the  Government.  The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the 
export  trade  in  lac  for  the  fiscal  years  1915-10  and  1910-17: 


1915-16 

1916-17 

<"oiui  tries. 

Hundred- 
weight. 

Yalue. 

°S^t'-    value. 

Lac,  button  and  shell: 

United  Kingdom 

France 

United  States 

.\I1  other  countries 

90,999 

14,636 

234,399 

32,958 

?1, 298, 058 

195, 633 

3,221,623 

489,246 

48,  845 

9, 113 

240,248 

29,017 

SI,  042, 40-! 

199, 851 

6,380,630 

710,834 

Total 

371,192 
44,589 

5,204,560 
350,712 

327.223 
53,478 

8, 333, 719 

Lac,  other 

746, 197 

tirand  total 

415,781 

5, 555, 272 

380,701 

9,079,916 

BRITISH   INDIA^ — CALCUTTA. 
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Oilseeds  and  Vegetable  Oils. 

The  oilseed  export  trade  from  Calcutta  is  supplied  from  two  sea- 
Hoiis:  That  of  1915-16,  which  is  described  as  fairly  j^ood  with  the  ex- 
ception of  certain  areas  in  which  drought  ay;js  prevalent,  and  also 
from  a  part  of  the  101(5-17  crop,  which  was  fairly  good  except  in 
Assam  and  in  Bengal,  where  the  linseed  crop  suffered  first  from  heavy 
rain  and  subsequently  from  drought.  There  has  been  altogether  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent  in  the  season's  area  under  rape  and  mustard 
seed.  The  exports  from  Calcutta  have  increased  in  value  by  about 
IT  per  cent  over  1915-16.  but  the  actual  value  of  trade  was  lower 
than  in  previous  years.  The  following  table  shows  the  trade  in  oil- 
seeds and  vegetables  for  the  past  two  fiscal  years : 


Oilseeds  and  vegetable  oils. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

OILSEED?. 

Linked 

IIu  ndr(d- 
icciqlit. 
1,974,177 

§4,623,500 

Hundred- 
wt'ujht. 
2,015,792 

$5,226,296 

United  Kingdom 

1,679,149 
148,258 
74,000 
50,000 
3,999 
17,993 
'778 

3,926,941 
345,847 
182,332 
121,662 
9,084 
35, 688 
1,946 

1,642,480 
211,003 
29,000 

4  205  305 

Australia 

' 566'  785 

75,269 

Denmark 

28,992 
55,315 
49,002 

82,730 
182,331 
113  876 

I'nited  States 

OUsi^:'. 

92,207 

183,629 

95, 101 

265  062 

8,004 
72,203 
11,999 

1 

16,221 
140, 155 
27,252 

22,470 
60,645 
9,923 
2,063 

68,455 

168,056 

24  333 

Russia 

United  States 

^11  other  countries 

4' 218 

Rape 

188 
11,138 

649 
157,026 

68,861 
6,140 

157  350 

Otner 

146  644 

Total  oilseeds,  nonessential 

2,077,710 

4,964,803 

2,185,894 

5  795  35'' 

VEGETABLE  OILS. 

Castor 

Gallons. 

1,045,177 

•  280,006 

457,820 

7,474 

22,578 

9,016 

153,558 
229,374 
242,352 

4,218 
16,222 

5,840 

Gallons. 

598, 283 

176,207 

545, 439 

19,278 

23,743 

7,653 

311  456 

Linseed 

158  323 

Mustard  or  rape 

308  212 

Earthnut 

11,'355 

Coconut 

18  168 

All  other 

4,218 

Total  vegetable  oUs 

1, 822, 071 

951,564 

1,370,603 

811,732 

Grand  total 

, 

5,916,367 

6  607,0S'4 

The  Opium  Trade, 

Exports  of  opium  have  again  fallen  off  in  quantity,  but  there 
was  a  rise  in  value  of  4;>  per  cent.  No  shipments  Avere  made  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  with  the  exception  of  Cochin  China,  Java, 
Formosa.  Cejdon,  ]Mauritius,  and  Macao,  all  other  countries  show 
a  smaller  trade.  Exports  on  Government  account,  which  are  not 
shown  in  the  table,  were  on  a  considerably  larger  scale.  It  has  now 
been  arranged  that  the  Government  of  the  Netherland  Indies  will 
be  supplied  direct  with  opium,  as  is  the  case  with  Hongkong  and 
the  Straits  Settlements.  It  is  stated  that  from  experiments  con- 
ducted in  India  there  seems  no  reason  why  in  the  course  of  time  an 
Indian  opium,  equal  in  its  morphine  contents  to  the  Turkish  prod- 
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net,  should  not  be  produced.    The  exports  of  opium  from  Calcutta 
follow : 


1015-16 


Counlries. 


Chests. 


United  K  in gdom 1 99 

China:  Hongkong 734 

Straits  Settlements (iO.5 

Java 1,S35 

Cochin  Chin.) 2,03.5 

Sfcim I    1,700 

Macao 

rapan 

Mexico 

Ceylon 

Ail  other 


Total 


1,080 

<1G0 

0.5 

73 


Hundred- 
weight. 


292 
1,076 

S87 
2,692 
2,9,S5 
2,493 


1 .  .584 

674 

90 

107 


Value. 


S117,445 

385, 102 

329,949 

1,012,  ,556 

1,0S7,176 

920,417 


586,575 
253,058 
.36, 012 
41, 528 


4,769,818 


1916-17 


Chests. 


450 

239 

1,965 

3,440 

1,200 

50 

963 


Hundred- 
weight. 


80 
323 


6.50 
351 
2,SS2 
5,046 
l,7flO 
73 
1.412 


117 

474 


\'alue. 


$234,  S9tJ 

191,740 

],004,34;{ 

2. 057, 10!3 

'930,47.5 

27,901 

773, 124 


73,646 
248,510 


6,801,744 


Restrictions  in  Tea  Exports. 

The  export  trade  in  tea  during  lOKi-lT  Avas  not  .so  prosperous  as 
in  1015-16.  Prices  have  not  decreased  to  any  marked  extent,  and  m 
England  they  obtained  a  very  high  level,  but  the  crop  of  tlie  past 
season  was  smaller,  transport  difficulties  were  excessive,  and  freights 
high.  In  September,  1916,  exports  Avere  prohibited  to  neutral  coun- 
tries in  Europe  with  the  exception  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  in  the 
last  month  of  the  year  shipment  of  tea  to  the  Ignited  Kingdom  was 
restricted  to  10,000  tons  monthly,  7,000  tons  l)eing  shipped  from 
British  India  and  3,000  tons  from  Ceylon.  In  the  past  fiscal  year 
exports  from  Calcutta  have  fallen  in  <iuantity  by  19  per  cent  and 
in  value  by  20  per  cent,  shipments  being  smaller  than  in  any  year 
since  1913-14.  Consumption  of  tea  in  India  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  following  table  shows  the  share  of  each  country  in  the  exj)ort 
trade  in  tea: 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom. 
Russia 


Turkey 

Canada 

United  States. 

China 

Persia 

Ceylon 

Africa 

Australasia 

Another 


1915-16 


Pounds 


175, 
39, 


960, 912 
590, 118 
129,411 
522, 553 
442. 04S 
854; 806 
36, 552 
2,970 
873, 997 
589, 457 
292,061 


Total 24S,294,HS5     47,.5S5,610       201,79fi,6S4       37,837,301 


A'aluo. 


328,940 

867, 929 

26, 279 

557, 604 

620,317 

691, 271 

12, 977 

649 

339, 357 

714, 306 

425, 981 


Pounds.  Value 


147,317, 
28, 516, 

84, 
4.098, 
2, 825, 
!»,  264, 

51, 

1,S20, 
5, 160, 
2,652, 


.S2.S, 


253,92ti 
178,92i» 

14, 599 
661, 520 
490, 219 
482,011 

13, 62''. 


312, 754 
S91, 218 
538,5.59 


Movement  of  Shipping. 

The  following  table  shows  the  movements  of  shipping  in  the  port 
of  Calcutta  during  the  year  1916-17.  Practically  the  .same  number 
of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  as  in  1915-16.  The  average  tonnage 
of  vessels,  however,  declined  considerably.  An  event  in  shipping 
circles  hoi'o  was  the  arrival  of  a  four-masted  sailing  ship  of  3.59i.) 
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tons  from  Xcmv  York  with  a  cargo  of  kerosene  oil.  The  number  of 
arrivals  of  ships  under  the  American  flag  during  the  year  was  6, 
with  a  total  tonnage  of  28,473. 


Vessels. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Steamers: 

With  cargo 

In  ballast 

Number. 
304 
199 

Tons. 
919. 828 
520,267 

698 
369 

Number. 
292 
207 

5 
2 

Tons. 
4847,344 
538,339 

4,168 
435 

Number. 

556 

44 

8 


Tons. 

1,603,670 

129, 419 

1,229- 

Number. 
588 
21 

Tons. 
1,640,633 
70,209 

4,393 

Sailing  vessels: 

AVith  cargo 

In  ballast 

5 
2 

Total 

510 

1,441,162 

506 

1,390,286 

608 

1,734,318 

616 

1, 7i5, 295 

Increased  Customs  Receipts. 

The  net  customs  revenue  collected  during  1910-17  amounted  to 
$16,r)«2G.G84.  an  increase  of  61  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The 
budget  introduced  on  March  1,  1917,  involved  no  such  wholesale  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  as  was  the  case  in  191G.  The  principal  feature  of 
the  new  budget  was  the  increase  of  the  rate  of  duty  on  cotton  goods 
from'  3|  per  cent,  Avliere  it  had  stood  since  1896,  to  7^  per  cent,  with- 
out any  corresponding  increase  in  the  excise  duty.  From  1882  to 
1894  cotton  piece  goods  were  free  of  import  duty,  and  from  Decem- 
ber, 1894  to  1896,  they  were  subject  to  a  5  per  cent  duty,  which  was 
reduced  to  31-  per  cent  in  the  latter  jenr.  During  the  year  under 
review,  jute  and  jute  goods  were  the  subject  of  further  attention,  and 
the  rates  of  export  duty  imposed  on  March  1,  1916,  were  doubled, 
consideration  being  shown  as  in  the  previous  year  to  back  commit- 
ments. 

"With  ver}'  few  exceptions  on  the  import  side,  every  item  shows 
improvement  owing  to  the  increased  rate  of  duty.  Export  duties 
have  given  very  substantial  returns,  but  would  have  been  even  greater 
had  the  export  of  raw  jute  to  the  United  Kingdom  not  been  pro- 
hibited from  tlie  latter  part  of  February,  1917. 
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